
meet market preferences and their pride to maintain native diversity

Hybrids found on 5 farms:
• 3 among them distinguishes the 

specific hybrid (ex. ICS96, CCN51, 
etc.).

Chuncho (native variety of La 
Convención) found on 7 farms:
• All who possess Chuncho

distinguish subvarieties (ex. 
pamuko, común, etc.);

• up to 9 subvarieties on one farm. 

Cacao originated in the upper 
Amazonian rainforest1, where people 
created many varieties2,3. 
• Traditionally grown in shaded 

agroforestry systems4.
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Conservation of intraspecific 
diversity is essential. This 
diversity improves: 
• productivity and quality 

of production5;
• capacity to resist biotic 

and abiotic stress6.
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• ҧ𝑥 17 years;
• ҧ𝑥 3 associated crops or

trees;
• irrigation;
• 45% of plots with cacao 

under 5m; 
• soil covered with weeds 

or dry leaves.
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When asked why they grow
more than one variety, half say that 
some projects have brought hybrids. 
None of them explained why they 
keep several subvarieties of 
Chuncho, even though 7/8 farms do.

Aa Ab Ac Ba Bb

C Da Db Ea Eb

Ec Fa Fb Fc Fd

G Ha Hb Hc Hd

# varieties & 
subvarieties / plots (a)

# varieties & 
subvarieties / farms (A)

Peru holds unmatched cacao 
diversity7, but information about 
on farm conservation is scarce.

My sincere thanks to all the farmers who so kindly agreed to answer my 
questions and conduct visits of their farms. Thanks also to Catherine and 

Madeline, who gave me all their support to collect these data. 
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✓ Questionnaires with 10 farmers
✓ Field visits of 8 polyculture farms

Farmers grow a few varieties / 
subvarieties per plot. We think 
this is related to management 
differences (all say it differs for 
each variety).

Farmers seem to conserve Chuncho’ diversity. 
We assume that it is to meet market preferences
and because they are proud to maintain native 
diversity, but more data are needed.

20 plots of cacao shaded systems

Clarify farmers’ definitions of 
variety and subvariety and 
document their identification 
process.

Investigate conservation motives 
further and the influence of 
economic/development projects 
on cacao conservation.

Administer more 
questionnaires and sample 
leaves to conduct genetic 
analysis.
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