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Re-introducing agroforestry in the Czech 

agriculture through a cooperative project 

Agroforestry in Czech Republic: potential for regional development and 

sustainable rural landscape 

In the Czech Republic, industrialised agriculture is predominantly practiced. Intensive and industrial agriculture is able to provide sufficient 

agriculture products to supply high demands; however, it has a number of adverse effects on the environment such as, soil erosion and compacting, 

loss of biodiversity, reducing landscape functionality, breaking local nutrient and energy cycles, etc. (Fraňková and Cattaneo 2017). Agroforestry 

systems (AFS) entails an option that can minimized these negative effects, and can provide more diverse and sustainable production systems. 

Agroforestry as an agricultural practice in the Czech Republic is being forgotten and left behind even though they were past reports in the Czech 

countryside (Krčmářová and Jeleček 2017). This traditional agroforestry practice did not survive the countries agricultural industrialisation 

(Krčmářová and Jeleček 2017), and hence, it is scarcely practice or taught nowadays. Re-introduction of agroforestry as a sustainable agricultural 

practice among Czech farmers, technical background and research on its implementation is needed. 
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Some examples of traditional or newly established agroforestry plots in Czechia. A) Agro-silvicultural AFS in Drnovice. B) Silvopastoral AFS near Kutna Hora. C)  Newly established agroforestry research plot 

“Michovka” in Průhonice. D) Silvopastoral AFS, Milešovka. 
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Project funded by the Technology Agency of the Czech Republic 

Duration: 3/2018 – 12/2020 

Budget: 13,400,000 CZK (approx. 530,000 EUR)  

Cooperation of Czech research institutions and Association of Private Farming  

Target areas are contiguous arable lands with intensive agriculture in the Central Bohemia        

and South Moravian Region (highlighted on the map) 

 

Aims of the project: 

 Evaluating the benefits and constraints of using AFS in Czech Republic 

 Primary focus on socio-economic, legislative and environmental context 

Methodology:  

The AFS benefits on the agricultural land will be evaluated based on detailed literary reviews, 

socio-ethnological surveys, production and economic data gathered from farmers. Also, 

legislative constraints and subsidy opportunities will be analyzed. 
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